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View of Southern Pacific Railroad tracks, Stenner Springs 
area in background, summer 1939.   

Photo by Robert H. McFarland 

 
 
 
 

Same view as above (engine patched in for appearance), May, 2009. 
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Executive Summary 
 
Stenner Springs Natural Reserve (SSNR) 
lies partially within and partially adjacent to 
Los Padres National Forest, in Stenner 
Creek Canyon, about four miles north of the 
City of San Luis Obispo.  It is bordered by 
lands of the United States Forest Service, 
Cal Poly, Camp San Luis Obispo, and 
private property commonly known as 
Stenner Ranch.  Elevations range from 900 
to 2200 feet above sea level (Figure 1.) 

 
The property occupies four legal parcels 
which were acquired by the City of San Luis 
Obispo at different times and which have 
some important differences among them.  
Therefore, reference will be made at times 
to one or more of the parcels where some 
feature or issue applies to that parcel or 
parcels and not to others.  Parcels 1, 2, and 
3 have long been enjoyed for their hiking, 
biking, outdoor education, and research 
opportunities.  In contrast, parcel 4 lies 
within the boundaries of Camp San Luis 
Obispo and has historically not been 
accessible for public recreational use.   
 
Important Natural Features 
 
SSNR contains largely serpentine soils and 
the unique plant communities associated 
therewith. The property is generally rugged, 
steep and covered with dense brush and is 
used primarily for watershed protection, and 
limited recreation.  
 
SSNR contains several natural habitat types 
and multiple sensitive and rare plant and 
animal species located on the property. 
Serpentine bunchgrass, rock outcrops, 
annual grasslands, wetland seeps (both 
natural and artificial) and several small 
perennial waterways are found on the 
property.  
 
Management Issues and Concerns 
Associated with SSNR 
 

Management issues facing the SSNR 
include: proper level of public access and 
use level for recreation; possible inclusion of 
a constructed “skills area” for mountain 
bicyclists; erosion problems associated with 
the existing access roads and improperly 
constructed trails; protection and 
enhancement of sensitive species and 
habitats located on the property; 
encroachment of non-native vegetation, 
(primarily eucalyptus and non-native 
thistles); and planning for mitigation from 
the impacts of the Nacimiento pipeline 
installation. 
 
How the Conservation Plan Addresses 
These Issues 

 
The main activities in the Conservation Plan 
include: 
 
1. Controlling erosion problems resulting 

from the causes stated above, including 
closing or rerouting certain trails; 

2.  Establishing a designated use program 
to include a defined “mountain bike skills 
area” adjacent to the main trail 
(“Shooters”); 

3. Discouraging access to Parcel 4 as 
required by the 2007 donation 
agreement with the Land Conservancy, 
except as may be permitted for a single 
proposed trail by Camp San Luis Obispo 
by agreement;  

4. Establishing a mitigation program to 
compensate for losses of oak trees and 
other features resulting from the 
Nacimiento pipeline installation;  

5.  Converting the current livestock grazing 
operation to a seasonal, vegetation 
management driven program; 

6. Undertaking a variety of habitat 
improvements, especially at the seeps 
and wetlands; 

7.  Controlling non-native vegetation which 
is spreading in some areas; 

8.  Establishing a series of photo-monitoring 
points to document baseline conditions 
and changes over time. 
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1. Introduction 
 
The Stenner Springs Natural Reserve is 
a moderately-sized (363 acre) area in 
four parcels situated among the Los 
Padres National Forest, lands of Camp 
San Luis Obispo National Guard 
Reservation, lands of California State 
Polytechnic University and the privately 
owned Stenner Ranch. The property lies 
4 miles north of the City of San Luis 
Obispo (Fig. 1). 

 
The land is referred to as Stenner 
Springs because of the numerous 
springs on the property which flow into 
Stenner Creek, a perennial stream that 
flows from this site through the Cal Poly 
campus and several ranch properties 
into the City of San Luis Obispo. 
 
The property occupies four legal parcels 
which were acquired by the City of San 
Luis Obispo at two different times and 
which have some important differences 
among them.  Therefore, in this plan, 
reference will be made at times to one 
or more of the parcels where some 
feature or issue applies to that parcel or 
parcels and not to others.  The parcels 
are: 
 
Parcel 1.  49 acres acquired in 2000, 
and consisting of mostly grassland and 
the highest recreational activity levels; 
Parcel 2.  77 acres acquired in 2007, 
and consisting of brush and some 
woodland, as well as the west portal of 
several water supply pipelines cutting 
through  Cuesta Ridge at that point; 
Parcel 3.  86 acres acquired in 2007 and 
consisting of serpentine chaparral with 
scattered small groves and individuals 
of the native Sargent cypress tree; and 
Parcel 4. 151 acres acquired in 2007, 
consisting of some grassland but mostly 

brush and several Sargent cypress 
groves.  This parcel lies within the 
boundaries of Camp San Luis Obispo 
and is jointly owned by the City and the 
Camp.  It is not currently accessible to 
the public due to its inclusion within the 
confines of the Camp. 
 
The parcels are shown in Figure 2.  It 
should be noted that the four parcels lie 
in rugged, brushy terrain, and different 
maps show different boundaries for 
them, especially Parcels 3 and 4.  This 
is due perhaps to difficulties in actual 
survey work that has been conducted in 
the area over the years by different 
parties.  However, since the intervening 
lands are also publicly owned, the 
differences do not appear to be 
significant from a land management 
standpoint, except at the easterly 
boundary of Parcel 4, where Camp San 
Luis Obispo abuts Los Padres National 
Forest.  It is uncertain whether Hill 1640, 
which features attractive views, is within 
the Camp or not.  However, in the 
interest of proper land management, all 
areas proposed for public use and 
thought to possibly lie within the 
boundaries of either the Camp or the 
National Forest will be addressed 
through agreements with both of those 
agencies. 
    
 1.1 History and Use 

 
Stenner Springs Natural Reserve was 
formerly owned by Southern Pacific 
Railroad Company. The property was 
important to the railroad company as a 
reliable water supply for the steam 
engines that used the tracks in this area 
until the 1960’s. In 1998 Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company was 
purchased in its entirety by the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, including the 
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Figure 1. Location of Stenner Springs
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Figure 2. Parcel Map  
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Figure 3. Aerial View 
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Stenner Springs parcels.  The property 
consisted (and still consists today) of the 
four separate parcels described above.  
Parcels 1, 2, and 3 have long been 
enjoyed for their hiking, biking, and 
outdoor education opportunities.  Parcel 
4 lies within the boundaries of Camp 
San Luis Obispo and has generally not 
been available for legal public access. 
 
In 2000, the City of San Luis Obispo 
purchased parcel 1. The three other 
parcels were purchased by the Land 
Conservancy in 2006, and donated to 
the City of San Luis Obispo in 2007. 
Parcels 2 and 3 lie within the boundaries 
of Los Padres National Forest, and 
Parcel 4 lies within the boundaries of 
Camp San Luis Obispo. 
 
The property contains three popular bike 
trails, “Shooters” Trail, which was 
formerly a fire road, “Elevator” Trail, a 
continuation of the fire road; and 
“Morning Glory”, a mostly hand-
constructed trail which got its name after 
the fire that swept through the property 
in 1994.  Following the fire, thousands of 
morning glory plants re-sprouted and 
covered the area with their twining 
stems and flowers clambering over the 
burned stalks of trees and shrubs there. 
Thousands of acres were extensively 
burned, and the evidence of that event 
is still apparent today. 

 
The properties also have several other 
unnamed trails, some of which are very 
steep and causing erosion and gullying 
problems; others appear to be benign in 
that regard.  Over time there has been 
an incremental increase in such trails, 
and action is needed to control or direct 
further impacts of this type. 

1.2 Background of the 
Conservation Plan 

 
As previously noted, the City of San Luis 
Obispo purchased Parcel 1 from the 
Union Pacific Railroad in 2000. The 
Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo 
County purchased the remaining parcels 
in 2006 and in June 2007 donated them 
to the City of San Luis Obispo on the 
condition that they would remain as 
open space in perpetuity. To that end, a 
conservation easement was placed over 
parcels 2 and 3, which restricted 
activities there to recreational, 
educational, environmental enhance-
ment, and research activities compatible 
with the environment. 

 
Parcel 4, which is a 50% undivided 
ownership, lies within the boundaries of 
Camp of San Luis Obispo. The State of 
California owns the other 50%. As a 
condition of the Land Conservancy 
donation, parcel 4 is governed by rules 
and regulations of Camp San Luis 
Obispo, and any proposed activities 
there must have the approval of the 
Camp.  There are important natural 
resources within the four parcels, 
especially the extensive serpentine 
chaparral, coast live oak woodlands, 
natural springs, Sargent cypress groves, 
and associated riparian habitats, and 
the serpentine soils with their associated 
rare and sensitive plant species. 
 
A biological assessment was conducted 
in the area by the consulting firm Tenera 
in spring 2009. Floristic surveys 
identified over 140 plant species on the 
property, with 8 of them being classified 
as rare species. Animal surveys 
revealed over 80 different species, 
mostly birds. This figure is almost 
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certainly low as the list consists of 
species actually observed on the 
property, and additional species not 
observed are expected to occur there.   

 
Six different habitat types were identified 
on the property and range from 
serpentine outcrop to annual grasslands 
to wetland seeps. The rare and sensitive 
species are distributed throughout the 
different habitat types. Management 
activities that exist and are proposed for 
SSNR are public recreation, road 
maintenance, erosion control, sensitive 
habitat restoration, and endangered 
species enhancement.  
 

1.3 Access 
 

The property does not have public 
vehicular access. However, a well-used 
pedestrian and bicycle access exists 
through the Cal Poly campus at the end 
of Stenner Creek Road (though one 
must cross the railroad tracks), and 
another exists through Los Padres 
National Forest from TV Tower Road 
(also known as West Cuesta Ridge 
Road).   Legal vehicular access for 
maintenance purposes is available 
through Camp San Luis Obispo. 
 
 1.4 Legal Agreements 
   
Existing easements for water pipelines, 
communication lines, and restricting 
uses of the property are present at 
SSNR. These include: 
1. At least three easements for water 
pipelines; 
2. An easement for a coaxial cable line; 
(possibly abandoned) and 
3. A conservation easement restricting 
the uses of Parcels 2 and 3 to open 
space and recreational uses. 
 

Of the above, the most significant are 
the pipeline easements, which allow for 
installation and maintenance of the 
three water pipelines across portions of 
Parcels 1 and 2, together with rights of 
access.  As a result, a maintenance 
road exists which accesses Parcel 1 
from private property to the west and 
traverses a portion of the property, up to 
the so-called “portal” area on Parcel 2, 
where the three pipelines emerge from 
the tunnels crossing under West Cuesta 
Ridge.  These easements also restrict 
some of the activities on the surface, 
specifically tree planting which could 
conflict with maintenance requirements 
for the pipeline routes.  One of the 
easements, for the Nacimiento pipeline, 
is very active as the pipeline is currently 
(summer 2009) being constructed there. 
 
 
2. Inventory 
 
 2.1 Physical features 
 
Area – 363 acres 
Miles of trails – 4 miles 
Miles of waterway – 2.5 miles 
Access points – there are no public 
vehicular access points to SSNR.  
Pedestrian and Bicycle access is 
available through a portion of the Cal 
Poly campus and from TV Tower Road 
in Los Padres National Forest. 

2.2 General Description 

The general aspect of SSNR is of a 
scenic, brushy mountainside, with 
occasional grasslands and oak 
woodlands, plus a planted eucalyptus 
grove.  Health of the vegetation is 
considered very good, as the site has 
made nearly full recovery from a major 
fire in 1994. Some burned trees are still 
apparent, however new shrubs and 
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trees are thriving and filling in the 
hillsides. Several natural springs flow 
into both the San Luis Obispo Creek 
watershed and the Chorro Creek/ Morro 
Bay watershed. These wetland habitats 
greatly enhance the upland resource 
value of this property, having been 
found, among other things, to support a 
population of endangered California 
Red-legged frogs.   The three main trails 
(Shooters, Morning Glory and Elevator) 
are heavily used by mountain bikers and 
hikers, and have been for many years.  
In 2008 a portion of Elevator Trail was 
rerouted for safety and environmental 
reasons. 

  
2.3 Cultural/Historic Resources 

  
It seems probable that Native 
Americans made some use of the 
interesting flat on Parcel 1 with its 
reliable water sources; however, no 
prehistoric artifacts were found in a 
major survey conducted in 1996 as part 
of the environmental planning for the 
Nacimiento pipeline.  That survey 
included portions of both parcels 1 and 
2, extending for 200 yards on either side 
of the pipeline route.  The eucalyptus 
and Monterey cypress tree plantings at 
that location suggest some type of 
homestead or other residential use.  
However, again, however, no archeo-
logical evidence for such use has been 
observed.  The other parcels are steep 
and densely covered with brush and are 
therefore considered to be much less 
likely candidates for significant Native 
American use.   
  
The Eucalyptus groves on parcels 1 and 
2, were presumably planted in the late 
1800’s or early 1900’s. 
  

Remnants of the water pipeline for the 
steam engines can still be observed on 
Parcel 1, and are visible today on the 
realigned “Elevator Trail”. The pipeline 
was probably built in the late 1800’s and 
was used until after World War Two to 
provide water for steam locomotives 
traveling the railroad grade at that 
location.   
 
The other historical feature of note is the 
portal of the Salinas Reservoir water 
pipeline, which is the oldest of the 
pipelines (constructed in 1942).   
Despite its age, however, the concrete 
structure is not considered historic in a 
legal sense.  No activities are called for 
in the vicinity of the portals and they are 
expected to be unaffected by 
implementation of the Conservation 
Plan. 
 

 
 
West portal of the City’s 1942 water 
pipeline from Santa Margarita Lake 
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  2.4 Geology and Soils 
 

The geology of the Stenner Springs 
area was described in a geologic study 
published in 1979 (Hall et al).  The 
survey indicated that most of the 
property is underlain by rocks of 
Jurassic age, chiefly serpentine and 
greywacke.  A portion of Parcel 2 is 
underlain by red chert, also of Jurassic 
age.  Much of the parent material is in 
the form of a “mélange”, that is, a mix of 
crushed and broken rocks with limited 
bedrock exposures.   

 
These parent materials give rise to a soil 
mix of rock outcrops and clay loams of 
the Gazos-Lodo clay loam, Henneke-
Rock outcrop complex, Lodo clay loam, 
and Los Osos-Lodo complex.  These 
are all poor and easily erodible soils 
(Class VIIe).  Most of the property is 
steep and mountainous with moderate 
to severe erosion potential.  Except for 
the Los Osos-Lodo complex, they are 
derived from serpentine parent 
materials.  A discernable difference in 
vegetation between the serpentine-
derived and non-serpentine-derived 
soils can be seen on Parcel 2, where 
the serpentine chaparral dominated by 
ceanothus gives way to a chaparral on 
the chert dominated by chamise.  

 
Soils in the area are described in detail 
in Appendix A. 
 
      2.5 Water 
  
The property contains the headwaters of 
Stenner Creek, and Chorro Creek, both 
of which are important waterways in the 
area, and flow into the San Luis Obispo 
Creek and Morro Bay watersheds, 
respectively.  There are at least five 
springs on the property, at least one of 

which has a strong year-round flow.  
The others are variable.  In addition, 
there are several seeps, where water 
reaches the ground surface for all or 
part of the year but does not result in 
significant surface flows.  Finally, the 
major spring and several of the smaller 
springs form the headwaters of several 
small, perennial streams which flow to 
the railroad tracks and form the main 
stem of Stenner Creek below the tracks.  
In addition the headwaters of the south 
fork of Chorro Creek forms on Parcel 3. 
 
 2.6 Habitat Types 
 
The Tenera survey identified 6 plant 
communities or habitat types at Stenner 
Springs.  (City staff has added the 
cypress groves as a seventh type.). 
These habitat types include: 
 

2.6.1 Chaparral/Coastal scrub 
 

Chaparral is composed of hardy plants 
that thrive in poor soils and can tolerate 
dry summers and wet winters. Chaparral 
is highly susceptible to fire. Most of the 
plants of the Chaparral community have 
small, hard leaves which hold moisture. 
Some of these plants are Chamise, 
Leather Oak, Obispo Manzanita, 
Buckbrush (Ceanothus), Bush Poppy 
and Deerweed. 

  
On the Stenner Springs property, most 
of the Chaparral is underlain by 
Serpentine which is dominated by 
Ceanothus, Leather Oak, and 
Manzanita. This occurs on portions of 
parcel 2 and almost all of parcels 3 and 
4. A portion of parcel 2 is underlain by 
red chert and the Chaparral there is 
dominated by Chamise.  Species that 
are commonly called the Costal Scrub 
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community are the Monkey flower, 
Coyote Bush, and California sage brush.  
 

2.6.2 Oak/Riparian Woodland 
 

Oak/Riparian woodland occurs along 
water courses on all parcels and on 
lower elevation slopes. The most 
important of the plants in the Oak/ 
woodland are: Coast Live Oak, 
California Bay, Arroyo and Coulter 
Willows, Toyon and Poison Oak. 
 
Brewer’s Spineflower 

 
2.6.3 Grassland 

 
Grassland habitat is found in 
conjunction with the serpentine 
bunchgrass habitat, on parcel 1 and to a 
lesser extent on parcel 4. There are 
small areas where the serpentine 
outcrop recedes and open area has 
been colonized by wild oats, ryegrass 
and brome. Plant species commonly 
encountered in grassland habitat on 
the site includes: 
 

• Foxtail barley (Hordeum sp.) 
• Ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum.) 
• Wild oats (Avena fatua) 

• Ripgut (Bromus diandrus) 
• Purple needlegrass (Nasella 

pulchra) 
 

2.6.4 Eucalyptus groves 
 

The Eucalyptus groves consist of 
plantings and volunteers of Blue Gum 
Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus globulus), with 
occasionally understory of shade-
tolerant native species such as: 
California Bay, Coffeeberry and Poison 
oak.  There are two groves covering a 
total of about four acres.  Following the 
1994 fire literally thousands of seedlings 
came up in the groves, and these trees 
have now formed a dense understory of 
eucalyptus which is competing in places 
with older native plants such as oaks for 
light and water. 
 
  2.6.5 Serpentine Outcrops 

 
Habitat areas of thinner soils or with 
exposed rock are termed serpentine 
outcrops. The chemical properties of 
serpentine rock and their associated 
soils, high in magnesium, low in 
calcium, containing large amounts of 
iron and nickel, and typically deficient in 
nitrogen and phosphorus, make 
vegetation establishment very difficult. 
Only certain plant species which are 
serpentine endemic are found here. 
Brewer’s spineflower, Chorizanthe 
breweri, and San Luis Obispo dudleya, 
Dudleya abramsii ssp. murina, are two 
rare plants found only on serpentine 
outcrops in San Luis Obispo County and 
are common in the SSNR.   
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Palmer’s spineflower 

 
2.6.6 Wetlands  
 

Wetlands are areas of standing or 
flowing water that support aquatic 
plants, and animals. At SSNR the 
wetlands consist of springs and the 
small waterways that flow from them. 
The dominant plant species are Arroyo 
willow and Coulter willow.  At the largest 
spring, California red-legged frogs were 
observed in June 2009.  

 
2.6.7 Sargent Cypress 

 
The small groves of Sargent Cyress are 
found on parcels 3 and 4. Sargent 
Cypress is a native California tree 
restricted to widely scattered serpentine 
sites from Mendocino County in the 
north to Santa Barbara County in the 
south. A much larger stand of Sargent 
cypress occurs on National Forest lands 
immediately to the north of Parcel 3. 

 
These habitat types are identified on 
Figures 4 and 5, Vegetation. 

 
 2.7 Plants and Wildlife 
  
 2.7.1 Plants 
A Floristic survey was conducted on the 
Stenner Springs property in spring 2009. 

The survey reported over one hundred 
forty plant species, with 8 of those 
considered rare according to the CNPS, 
and 48 introduced species. The rare 
plants found on the property have status 
recordings of List 1B and List 4. The 
categories are on a scale of low threat 
(List 4) to species that are presumed 
extinct (List 1A). Vulnerability is due to 
limited or sensitive habitat, low numbers 
of individuals per population, or low 
numbers of populations. The majority of 
these species are serpentine 
dependent. Due to the harsh 
environment where these plants are 
found, their distribution classifies them 
for listing as sensitive species. The 
protection of the SSNR provides these 
plants with protection and leads to 
possible enhancement and increase in 
numbers. 

 
A list of plant species found on the 
property is in Appendix B, Table 1. 
 
Clay Mariposa Lily 
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Figure 4  Habitat Types Parcels 1 & 2 
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Figure 5 Habitat Types Parcels 3 & 4 
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2.7.2 Animals  
 
Multiple animal surveys were conducted 
on the Stenner Springs property in 
spring 2009. The surveys reported over 
eighty different animal species. The 
majority of these animals are birds. 
There were in addition 4 species of 
amphibians (55 species), 3 species of 
reptiles and 8-10 species of mammals 
including bats. Among the amphibians 
observed included the endangered 
California red-legged frog.  
 
A list of observed animal species is in 
Appendix B, Table 2. It is likely that 
there are more native animals on the 
property as the list names only those 
species actually observed in field 
surveys; other species such as 
rattlesnakes are assumed to be present 
but were not observed and therefore not 
listed. 
 

 
3. Goals and Policies 
 

3.1 Goals 
 

The “Conservation Guidelines for Open 
Space Lands of the City of San Luis 
Obispo” describes City-adopted 
management guidelines and policies 
which are outlined in the City’s 
“Conservation and Open Space 
Element”. 
 
Management of SSNR will be 
undertaken by the City with the following 
goals:  

• To conserve, enhance, and 
restore natural plant 
communities; to protect sensitive 
endangered plant species and 
their habitats; and to maintain 

biodiversity of native plants and 
animals. 

• To provide the public with a safe 
and pleasing natural environment 
in which to pursue recreational 
activities, while maintaining the 
integrity of the resources and 
minimizing the impacts on wildlife 
and habitats present in the 
Reserve. This can include a 
constructed “skills area” for 
bicyclists that links such activities 
to environmental management 
and appreciation in a suitable 
environment on the property.  
The eucalyptus grove has been 
identified as such a suitable 
environment.  

• To preserve and restore creeks, 
wetlands and ephemeral seeps 
or springs to a natural state, and 
provide suitable habitat for all 
native aquatic and riparian 
species.  

• To minimize the impacts of 
harmful activities, such as the 
release of pollutants, while 
maintaining the drainage systems 
as a means of conveying storm 
water into and within urban 
areas. 

• To protect and preserve native 
plant and animal species and 
enhance their habitats, in order to 
maintain viable wildlife 
populations within balanced 
ecosystems.  
 
3.2 Public Comment and Input 

  
A public meeting was held on June 6, 
2008 to discuss issues, thoughts and 
ideas for the Stenner Springs property. 
Some of the topics that where discussed 
are as follows:  

 18
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• Serpentine carries the risk of 
asbestos. Be sure to patrol 
erosion areas, as these areas are 
subject to asbestos. 

• Control cattle grazing. Fences or 
other means of confinement 
should be installed in order to 
prevent unacceptable damage. 

• Trespassing issues. This is a 
serious matter as Camp San Luis 
Obispo uses some of the 
property for target practice and 
training. If trespassers are not 
kept out, this could result in a 
serious injury.  

• “Skills area” proponents 
requested such an area at some 
point along the major trails 
crossing SSNR. 
 
 
3.3 Resource Maps 

 
Resource maps are included in 
Appendix C. These maps show where 
Mariposa Lilies, Cypress Trees, and 
other plants and animals of concern and 
their habitats are located.  

 
 

3.4 Resource Enhancement and 
Mitigation 

  
Parcel 1 of SSNR was originally 
purchased with funds from the City of 
San Luis Obispo water enterprise, with 
the intention of utilizing the property for 
mitigation of losses of native oak trees 
due to construction of the Nacimiento 
pipeline, both on and off the SSNR.  For 
this reason, certain restorative areas are 
proposed within the Reserve. 
  
Wetland enhancement, including the 
possible introduction of the rare Chorro 
Creek bog thistle is also a reasonable 

objective for the site. As enhancement 
or mitigation funding opportunities arise, 
they will be pursued to further habitat 
improvements of this type.  

 
 

4. Conservation Plan 
  

4.1 Naming 
 

It is recommended that the property be 
designated as Stenner Springs Natural 
Reserve because of the springs that are 
a hallmark of the property.  

 
Naming of trails will continue in an 
informal way by trail users.  
 

4.2 Land Designations 
 

Three land designations are 
recommended for SSNR:  include 
Habitat Area, Management/Trail Area, 
and Restorative Area.  
 

 4.2.1 Habitat Area 
 

The habitat area covers approximately 
295 of the 363 acres making up the 
Reserve, as follows; Parcel 1, 2 acres; 
Parcel 2, 58 acres; Parcel 3, 84 acres; 
Parcel 4, 150 acres. 

 
 
4.2.2 Management Area/Trail     

Corridor 
 

The areas of Management and Trail 
Corridors are as follows: Parcel 1, 44 
acres, Parcel 2, 15 acres, plus those 
areas of identified trail in Parcel 3 and 
proposed in Parcel 4.  This totals 
approximately 63-64 acres.  
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Figure 6  
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Figure 7 
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Figure 8 

 
  



  Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan 

4.2.3 Restorative Area 
 

For the restorative area, there are 
potential areas for oak woodland 
expansion and enhancement, wetland 
enhancement, and trail rehabilitation 
covering approximately 12 acres of the 
total 363 acres, nearly all of which is in 
Parcel 1. They are as follows: 

 
• New oak/bay or other 

native tree plantings 
• Protective measures for 

existing mature oaks or 
any young natural 
plantings 

• Protective fencing around 
main spring for the Red-
legged frogs 

• Protective measures and 
replanting on the wetland 
and riparian areas 
downstream of the main 
spring 

• Other potential restorative 
measures would include 
trail re-routing or closure.  

 
The Conservation Plan Areas are 
depicted on Figures 6, 7, and 8 
 
 
5. Implementation 
 
The general order in which these tasks 
will be implemented is detailed below.  
Each task has been designated to staff 
from the City’s Natural Resources 
Program (NR), Parks and Recreation 
Department (PR) or other City staff as 
specified. 
 
  5.1 Ongoing Tasks 
 
General maintenance activities in 
accordance with the adopted policies 

described in “Conservation Guidelines 
for Open Space Lands of the City of San 
Luis Obispo” shall be implemented on a 
regular or ‘as needed’ basis throughout 
the 5-7 years covered by this 
Conservation Plan (NR/PR). 
 
  Specific Tasks 

Years 1-2 
 

• Install informational signage at 
entrances. 

• Remove scattered Eucalyptus 
trees outside of the established 
eucalyptus grove, and thin the 
grove, especially where native 
trees such as oaks are being 
negatively impacted. 

• Initiate oak and other native 
plantings at indicated restorative 
areas. 

• Make “Elevator” trail single track. 
• Control purple star thistle and 

yellow star thistle. 
• Close or re-route the two major 

unnamed steep trails.  
• Build a pedestrian/ bike bridge at 

the access road below the main 
spring crossing the small creek 
there.  

• Replace the current agricultural 
lease with Cal Poly with a needs-
driven grazing program and water 
use agreement.   

• Seek agreement with Camp San 
Luis Obispo and U. S. Forest 
Service to allow construction of a 
loop trail in the eastern (upper) 
portion of parcel 4 to direct trail 
users back toward parcels 1 and 
2.  

• Seek a management agreement 
with the U. S. Forest Service to 
permit city construction, 
monitoring, and maintenance of 
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existing trails (Morning Glory, and 
Shooters) crossing forest lands. 

• Seek agreement with a non-profit 
partner to construct and manage 
the mountain bike skills area to 
the satisfaction of the city. 

 
Years 3-4 

 
• Continue activities outlined above 

to completion. 
 

Years 5-6 
 

• Continue activities outlined above 
to completion. 
 
5.2 Addressing the Issues 

  
Since before the adoption of the original 
Conservation Guidelines in 2002, the 
definition of mountain biking as 
“passive” or “active” has been 
problematic for the City of San Luis 
Obispo.  Since this issue apparently 
could not be decided by the community, 
the Guidelines permitted what might be 
considered active uses in Management 
Areas and Trails, specifically to 
accommodate this issue and “legalize” 
the extensive use of trails in City-owned 
open space lands by mountain bikes 
that was already occurring. 
 
Adoption of the Update Conservation 
and Open Space Element in 2006 did 
not address this ongoing issue directly 
but simply called for “passive” recreation 
in City-owned open space lands.  
Mountain biking was not mentioned as 
either “active” or “passive” in the 
Element’s glossary.  Staff has therefore 
assumed that mountain biking was and 
continues to be a sanctioned activity in 
those lands, and has therefore treated 
the use as passive by definition. 

It is this reality, plus the fact that “skills 
areas” or “free-ride areas” (as they are 
also known) are associated with trail 
usage and are generally found along 
trails or physically associated with them 
in some way, that allows the City to 
determine that the establishment of 
such an area at Stenner Springs is 
consistent with the intent of the 
Conservation Guidelines and the 
updated Conservation and Open Space 
Element of the General Plan. 
 

5.3 Wildfire Preparedness Plan 
 

Since Stenner Springs is located in such 
a remote location, a specific Wildfire 
Preparedness Plan is not considered 
necessary; however, access for fire and 
safety vehicles will be maintained. 
 

5.4 Livestock Grazing 
 
Livestock grazing is currently permitted 
since SSNR is not separately fenced 
from the adjacent Cal Poly lands to the 
south. The current lease on the 
property, inherited by the City from 
Union Pacific Railroad, will be cancelled 
and replaced with a new agreement 
changing livestock grazing to an as-
necessary program, and allowing the 
continued availability of water for use by 
Cal Poly’s agriculture program. This 
agreement will remain in effect unless 
cancelled or modified by the parties or 
by a superior agency. The City will not 
provide warranties in the latter regard.  
 
 
6. Fiscal Statement 
 
The fiscal impact of the adoption of the 
SSNR Conservation Plan is expected to 
be minor.  It will consist of patrol and 
maintenance of the property at the same 
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level as currently exists, and the 
implementation of several small-scale 
capital improvements.  The latter 
include:  

• Mitigation measures to mitigate 
for impacts of the Nacimiento 
pipeline and other erosion 
problems at the site; 

• Closure or re-routing of existing 
trails where said trails are leading 
to resource damage, these 
include the two unnamed trails on 
parcels 2 and 3; 

• Possible construction of a new 
trail connection Hill 1640 on 
parcel 4 with “Shooter’s” Trail, if 
permitted by Camp San Luis 
Obispo and the U. S. Forest 
Service; 

• Establishment of a mountain bike 
skills area along the “Shooters” 
Trail at the Eucalyptus grove 
upon satisfactory creation of an 
entity to properly construct and 
manage such a feature;  

• Installation of educational and 
directional signage to identify 
pedestrian and bicycle trails; and 

• Fencing of certain sensitive areas 
as needed to control access and 
foster habitat restoration and 
enhancement in those areas.   

 
None of these projects are considered 
costly.  The new trail plus the related 
closures, would call for expenditures in 
the $1,000-$2,000 range for materials.  
These could be paid out of maintenance 
funds from the Natural Resources 
program.  Volunteer support is expected 
for actual trail construction and closure.  

The restoration projects may be funded 
internally or may utilize grant fund or 
mitigation sources.   
  
The cost of the developing mountain 
bike skills area is unknown but is 
expected to be raised through grants 
and donations; furthermore the site will 
be managed by an independent group 
recognized by the City.  

 
It is expected that the level of staffing for 
the Reserve will not change.   
 
7. Monitoring 
 
A series of twelve photo-points have 
been established at SSNR which 
include areas of exotic species, 
grasslands, restoration sites, major trails 
and existing erosion features. The sites 
will be visited at least biannually and 
photographs taken from the same 
perspective.  This will give a temporal 
record of the status of the resources 
present at SSNR over time.  Should 
examination of subsequent photographs 
suggest that the status of the resource 
is being negatively impacted (i.e. 
exceeding limits of acceptable change) 
by visitor activity or management 
decisions, permitted uses and 
management strategy will be re-
evaluated.  

 
Aerial photos showing the location of the 
monitoring points and the views from 
them are shown in Appendix D. 
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Appendix A 

 
Soils Map and  

Description of Soil Types 
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Soils Map (from Soil Survey of San Luis Obispo County, Coastal Part, 1984) 
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Soil Types (from Soil Survey of San Luis Obispo County, Coastal Part, 1984) 
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Appendix B 
 

Lists of Plant and Animal Species 
Identified Within SSNR 
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Table 1 
Plant Species 

 33



  Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan   Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan 

 34

 

 34



  Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan   Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan 

 35

 

 35



  Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan   Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan 

 36

 

 36



  Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan   Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan 

 37

 

 37



  Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan 

Table 2 
 
Amphibians 

 
 

Table 3 
 
Reptiles 
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Table 4 
 
Birds 
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Table 5 
 
Mammals 
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Table 6 
 
Invertebrates 

 

 43



  Stenner Springs Draft Conservation Plan 

 44

 
 

 
 
 

Appendix C 
 

Resource Maps Showing Occurrence 
of Plant and Animal Species of Concern 
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Plant Species of Local Concern 
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Animal Species of Local Concern 
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Appendix D 
 

Photo Monitoring Points and 
Aerial Photo of Photo Point Locations 
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Photo-point 1: “Elevator” trail by the lower pedestrian entrance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo-point 2: Nacimiento pipeline installation impacts. 
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Photo-point 3: More of the pipeline installation impacts. 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo-point 4: parcel 1 in the main Eucalyptus grove. This is the possible “skills area” 
that is still under construction. 
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Photo-point 5: Another view of the “skills area” also located in the main Eucalyptus 
grove on parcel 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo-point 6: The steep trail on Parcel 2 that is causing extensive damage. Closure of 
the trail is recommended. 
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Photo-point 7: The existing trail on parcel 1 which is located near the “skills area”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo-point 8: Typical view of the “Morning glory” trail roughly 100 yards north of 
junction from “Shooters” trail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo-point 9: This shows were the old jeep road turns off onto the  
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Photo-point 9: “Morning Glory” Trail at the point on Parcel 3 where it leaves an old jeep 
road and becomes hand-constructed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo-point 10: This photo shows the erosion problems of trails that are placed in-
correctly by visitors. This trail will be closed. 
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Photo-point 11: Unnamed trail that was part of the old jeep road, the upper portion is 
part of “Morning Glory” trail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo-point 12: “Morning Glory” trail near the crossing of upper Stenner Creek. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


	City of San Luis Obispo

