562/7 Z.L(/'S 05/15/0 po//de Deparz‘mehf
A Brief %'Sz‘ory
By /)aa/ez‘fe SZ(CZ/ey

No one is compelled to choose the protfession of a police officer, bet /;a\/zng
chosen iZ, everyone 15 oé/{gea’ Zo perfors its duties and live wp o the /7/3/7
standards of its re?a/'remenz‘\s " Calvin Coo//c/ﬂe

The above ?L{oz‘e was taken Fror Che dedication Progras of the neco Facility
when it was ofﬂd/a//y opened on Walnut Street in 19720.

This is a brief” fustory of the San Luis Obispo Police Department. IZ provides
a summary of the work accomplished over many vears. In this vear of 2006,
San Luis Obispo looks back on 150 years as a city. T2 was changed #rom a
lownship Lo a proper ity in 1$56. 7 he City Police Department was established
on May 26, 19l and has served 2he communty For 95 vears. We cowited o take
you on a historical Crip, back Co the development of the department and ¢hose
who served Lhis city o rake it a saFer and more desirable place Zo live.

T¢ has been compiled Co honor Che men and women who have Served and
protected our city, gving Cheir all, and For Cwo men in particular, Lheir lives.
Any errors are solely rny own. I have Cried 2o trudhfully and accurdely
portray the dedicated of ficers to the best of rry ability.

In our 9s year /ustory, So many events have occurred and I Ve only scratcfed
the surface. 7o Zretly do the department fustory Justice i would take vears
2o gatter all the information avalable. te wanted this information o be ready
in Lime For the city s 150 vear celebration, the 5&5?4(/'Cenz‘enn/a/ 3

THh's is alSo dedicated to the support personne! who make the police
ofFicer's L/'05 Safer and rmore effective—

* The D/SpafcﬁerS ) who pai owut the calls for service and SMpp/y /ife
5@//173 instructions to those who need ertergency medical ad;



* The Fleld service officers, who assist with so rany 2Aings (accident
calls, abandoned vehicles, instructions on child safety seats, o ramre
only a few);

* The records clerks, who Keep all the records and repords orgasm zed and
ricke it possible for the officers o have whal Lhey need in court ,
plus a myriad of other mandalory reporting responsiéilities ;

* The secretarial staf¥, who make it possible for the department to have
an orgazed systest;

* The crime scene personne/ and property management officers;

*  And volunteers who dedicate many hours of Cheir time Lo Che
department.

In doing /s project, I Ve Found the old sa/ing so Crue, " There are no neco
Z/;/ngs wunder the sun.” Human naddure 1s consistent and those who enforce
he law of the land are cwhad come beliween he average person and chaos.

THS work woeld not have been /9055/5/49 eithout the help of many others:

My husband Kick has Spent countless hours cwith me at the local /iérary
Scannin3 old records and reazo/ing old necospapers. Yis support and
assistance has been invaluable.

Ketired officers who have assisted with their recollections and pictures
include Kon Brown, Gary tilde, Bruce Lat/arqoue, Dale Strobridge, and

K oc@ Miller.

The San lais Obispo City/Courty Library personnely who have padierntly
explaned where hings are and fow Co use them,

The stafF of the San Luwis Obispo Yistorical Society, who offered
pictures and old newspaper articles, to assist us in our cork,

Sharon Olson, who has been supportive Chroughoud and helped coith
providing the historical records that are kept ad the police department,
John and Marilyn, who graciously shared 2heir work space so I could
scrutinze the historical book's,

And of’ course sty Son CArS, who has patiently listened and encouraged e
n this efFfort.



Z Jeave you cith the ac,énow/ea’ﬁemenf Chat you are a part of a noble

profession, one that ér/ngs many A/essings y and some heartache. bach of you

eoill pursue it in your owon Fashion, but with Zhe %now/eo’ge that you are part

of’ a grotp of wonderful pecple who are dedicated Zo justice and protecting

those who cannat profecf themselves. To all of you carreni/y Serx//nﬁ, Zthose

who have Served, and those to come, God bless and protect each and every one
~ Pactlette Staley ~

of you.




