
 
 

ADDENDUM TO INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION ER 98-01 

 
 
1. Project Title: Bob Jones City-to-Sea Bikeway Project 
 
2. Lead Agency Name and Address:   

 City of San Luis Obispo 
 919 Palm Street 
 San Luis Obispo, CA 93401  

 
3. Contact Person and Phone Number:   

Greg Cruce, Deputy Director of Maintenance Operations 
gcruce@slocity.org 
(805) 781-7264 

 
4. Project Location:  Bob Jones City-to-Sea Bikeway, Segment 3 (Prado Road to 

Los Osos Valley Road), within the City of San Luis Obispo. 
 
5. Project Sponsor’s Name and Address:  

City of San Luis Obispo 
Public Works Department 
Greg Cruce, Deputy Director of Maintenance Operations 
gcruce@slocity.org 
(805) 781-7264 

 
6. General Plan Designation:  Services and Manufacturing, Public, and Open 

Space. 
 
7. Zoning: Service Commercial, with S Overlay (C-S-S), Public Facilities (PF), and 

Conservation/Open Space (C/OS). 
 

8. Description of the Project:   
The proposed project consists of the replacement of approximately 0.75 mile of 
existing fencing located along the Segment 3 of the Bob Jones City-to-Sea 
Bikeway (also known as the Bob Jones Trail) to enhance public safety and 
provide additional protections to San Luis Obispo creek (the “Project”). The 
existing split-rail fence would be replaced by a five-foot tall wood fence including 
six by six posts, three-rail (horizontal) design, to be reinforced with PVC-coated 
chain link fence on the side of the fence facing the creek. The existing security 
fence located between the trail and the City’s Water Resource Reclamation 
Facility (WRRF) would remain in place. Construction of the project is anticipated 
to occur over eight weeks, including removal and replacement of the fence. 
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The project also includes vegetation management being conducted pursuant to the 
adopted Waterway Management Plan Stream Management and Maintenance 
Program and associated Final Environmental Impact Report, which specifically 
authorize this type of routine vegetation management in City creeks. 
 

9. Surrounding Land Uses and Settings:  Surrounding land uses include San Luis 
Obispo Creek to the southeast and the City of San Luis Obispo Water Resources 
Reclamation Facility to the northwest. Commercial, industrial, and residential 
development is located on the opposite (southeast) side of San Luis Obispo Creek, 
and Highway 101 is located further to the northwest. 
 

10. Project Entitlements Requested:  No entitlements are required for the fence 
replacement project. 
 

11. Other public agencies whose approval is required: None. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This document is an Addendum to the IS/MND prepared for the Bob Jones City-to-Sea 
Trail Preliminary Alignment Plan (ER 98-01). On November 19, 2002, the San Luis 
Obispo City Council approved the Bob Jones City-to-Sea Trail Preliminary Alignment 
Plan and adopted the associated Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND, 
ER 98-01) (Resolution No. 9390, 2002 Series). The City Council approved construction 
of Segment 3 of the trail, including currently existing fencing and associated 
improvements, on July 17, 2007. A copy of the adopted IS/MND is attached. 
 
This Addendum is intended to address the minor modifications to the approved Bob 
Jones City-to-Sea Preliminary Alignment Plan project, including replacement of the 
existing fencing as described above. Because there are no new significant impacts or 
mitigation measures as a result of the Project and this updated analysis, an Addendum is 
the appropriate CEQA document. 
 
ADDENDUM REQUIREMENTS 
The Addendum has been prepared in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970 (as amended) and the State 
CEQA Guidelines. According to §15164(b) of the State CEQA Guidelines, an Addendum 
to a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is the appropriate environmental document 
in instances when “only minor technical changes or additions are necessary or none of the 
conditions described in Section 15162 calling for the preparation of a subsequent EIR 
have occurred.” Section 15162(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines states that no subsequent 
Negative Declaration shall be prepared for a project unless the lead agency determines, 
on the basis of substantial evidence in the light of the whole record, one or more of the 
following: 
 

(1) Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major 
revisions of the previous EIR or Negative Declaration due to the involvement of 
new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects; 



Addendum to Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration ER 98-01 
For the Bob Jones City-to-Sea Segment 3 Fencing Project 
Page 3 
 

 
(2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
project is undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or 
Negative Declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental 
effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant 
effects; or 
 
(3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could 
not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the 
previous EIR or Negative Declaration was adopted, shows any of the following: 
 

(A) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in 
the previous EIR or Negative Declaration; 

(B) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more 
severe than shown in the previous EIR or Negative Declaration; 

(C) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be 
feasible would in fact be feasible, and would substantially reduce one 
or more significant effects of the project, but the project proponents 
decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or 

(D) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different 
from those analyzed in the previous EIR or Negative Declaration 
would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the 
environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the 
mitigation measure or alternative. 

 
 
This Addendum includes an introduction and a description of the proposed project as 
they relate to the previously-approved project. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15164(c) this Addendum does not require public circulation, and the City shall consider 
this Addendum with the adopted MND as part of the approval of the updated project. 
 
The CEQA documentation for this Project, including this Addendum and the previously 
adopted IS/MND (ER 98-01), is available for review at City Hall, located at 990 Palm 
Street, San Luis Obispo, California. It is also available on the City’s website at 
https://www.slocity.org/government/department-directory/community-
development/documents-online/environmental-review-documents. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 
 
Environmental impacts associated with the Bob Jones City-to-Sea Trail were evaluated in 
IS/MND ER 98-01. The IS/MND evaluated the installation of fencing along the Trail, 
specifically noting trail design objectives including to “use fences and/or other barriers 
as separation between the trail and sensitive riparian habitat [and] as a separation from 
other sensitive adjacent land uses.” (IS/MND, page 7). Trail design standards were 
identified, noting that “fencing is primarily designed to discourage access into sensitive 
riparian habitat and bar access into City facilities.” (IS/MND, page 8). IS/MND 
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Preliminary Alignment Segment 3 – Sheet 4, shows trail fencing options including wood 
with 4-strand wire or split rail fence (both four feet in height). The adopted MND for the 
Bob Jones Trail including all four segments identified potential significant, but mitigable 
to less than significant, impacts in the following issue areas: agricultural resources, 
biological resources, cultural resources, hazards and hazardous materials, 
hydrology/water quality, and transportation traffic. 
 
The project includes removal of the existing three-foot tall, split-rail fence. The Project’s 
proposed fence would be constructed within the same alignment as the existing fence. 
The trail itself would continue to be used the same as current conditions. The 
modification to the fence would not result in any new impacts that were not previously 
disclosed in the adopted MND, or result in an increase in the severity of a previously 
identified impact. Additional discussion is provided below. 
 
Aesthetics: The proposed fence would be located in the same location as the existing 
fence, and based on the location along the heavily vegetated creek and City WWRF, and 
the proposed design of the fence, which is similar in height to the existing fence 
(approximately two-foot difference), the Project would not have a significant effect on a 
scenic vista, damage scenic resources within a state scenic highway, or degrade the 
existing visual character of the area. No additional lighting is associated with the 
proposed Project. Therefore, similar to the original project, aesthetic impacts would be 
less than significant. 
 
Biological Resources: The IS/MND notes special-status species along the creek corridor, 
including a variety of bird species that could be disturbed and impacted by construction 
activities. The IS/MND notes that proposed fencing along the creek is primarily designed 
to discourage access into sensitive riparian habitat, and where the trail is located along 
creek, it should be placed on the edge of the trailside shoulder to discourage trail users 
from entering the creek channel. The proposed fence would be located in areas previously 
disturbed by the existing path and fence. Applicable mitigation shall be implemented 
consistent with the adopted IS/MND, to be verified by the City Biologist, including 
surveys for and avoidance of nesting birds and their nests. Therefore, potential impacts 
would remain less than significant with mitigation. 
 
Cultural Resources: The proposed fence would be located in areas previously disturbed 
by the construction of the existing path and fence. In the unlikely event of any new 
discovery during installation of the replacement fence, construction shall cease, and 
mitigation shall be implemented, consistent with the adopted IS/MND. Therefore, 
potential impacts would remain less than significant with mitigation. 
 
Hazards/Hazardous Materials: Based on review of Geotracker and Envirostor databases, 
no hazardous materials sites are located within the project alignment, which would be 
located within the same footprint at the existing fence. In addition, adopted mitigation 
measures applies to the Project, and would require notification procedures and evaluation 
if any discolored soil or odor is discovered during construction activities. If necessary, 
based on the evaluation, remediation may be required. Therefore, potential impacts would 
remain less than significant with mitigation. 
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Hydrology and Water Quality: The proposed project would be located within the same 
alignment as the existing fence and would not increase the size of the existing path. 
Therefore, the Project would not result in any significant impacts related to hydrology or 
water quality. 
 
Transportation/Traffic: The proposed Project is limited to replacement of an existing 
fence, and would not create any hazard based on its proposed location. Therefore, the 
Project would not result in any significant impacts related to transportation or traffic. 
 
Other issue areas: Based on the location and design of the Project’s proposed replacement 
fence, no significant impacts would occur related to air quality/greenhouse gas emissions, 
agricultural resources, energy, geology/soils, land use/planning, mineral resources, noise, 
population/housing, public services, recreation, or utilities/service systems. 
 
DETERMINATION  
 
In accordance with Section 15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the City of San Luis 
Obispo has determined that this Addendum to the Bob Jones City-to-Sea Bikeway Project 
IS/MND is necessary to document changes or additions that have occurred in the project 
description since the MND was adopted.  The preparation of a subsequent environmental 
document is not necessary because: 
 

1. None of the following circumstances included in Section 15162 of the State 
CEQA Guidelines have occurred which require a subsequent environmental 
document: 

 
a. The project changes do not result in new or more severe environmental 

impacts. 

b. The circumstances under which the project is undertaken will not require 
major changes to the adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

c. The modified project does not require any new mitigation measures. 
 

2. The construction of fencing along the Bob Jones Bikeway, in the specific location 
as the proposed project, was evaluated in the adopted MND. The proposed 
replacement of an existing fence along a portion of Segment 3 of the Bob Jones 
Bikeway is consistent with the scope of the approved Bob Jones City-to-Sea 
Bikeway Project, and would protect riparian habitat consistent with the goals and 
objectives of the approved Bob Jones City-to-Sea Bikeway Project. 

 
3. The changes are consistent with City goals and polices that promote safe use of 

the bikeways. 
 
Attached:   

1. Project Alignment Map 
2. Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration ER 98-01 



 




























































































































