
PUBLIC ART GUIDELINES 
  

Architectural Review Commission Criteria  

  

1. Publicly funded public art shall be located within the public right-of-way, a public building or 
otherwise shall be easily visible or accessible from a public right-of-way.  Interior locations for 
public art are permitted and shall be freely open and accessible to the public.  

  

2. Privately funded public art shall be located on privately owned land or buildings which are places 
of high visibility to the public.  Such places shall be in exterior locations, and not within buildings. 
If privately funded public art is donated to the City, Guideline No.1 above applies to location of 
art.  

  

3. Consideration shall be given to the size, massing, location and scale of the proposed piece and 

to potential conflicts with present or future vegetation or construction.   

  

4. Public art shall be compatible with the immediate site and neighborhood in terms of historic, 

social and cultural characteristics, architectural scale, materials, land use, and geographical and 

environmental context.    

  

5. The design and placement of public art shall not impede pedestrian or vehicle traffic, or conflict 

with public or private easements.    

  

6. Consideration shall be given to any public safety or public health concerns created by the 

artwork.    

  

7. Public art shall be integrated with the site and/or building, and include landscaping, lighting, 

interpretive information and other amenities where appropriate.  

  

8. Public art shall be securely installed.  

  

Public Art Jury Criteria  

  

1. Public artwork shall be original and of high artistic quality and shall not include any signage or 

other advertisement or logo, literal or abstract.  

  

2. Public art should be considerate of the immediate site and neighborhood in terms of historic, social 

and cultural characteristics, architectural scale, materials, land use, and geographical and 

environmental context.    

  

3. Public art shall be integrated with the site, and include landscaping, lighting, interpretive 

information and other amenities where appropriate.  

  

4. Permanent public art shall be constructed of durable, high-quality materials and require minimal 

or no maintenance.  Temporary public art shall be constructed of materials appropriate to its 

duration of public display.  

  



5. A wide variety of artistic expression is encouraged.  However, expressions of profanity, vulgarity 

or obvious poor taste are inappropriate.  

  

Other Review Criteria   

  

Public art proposed for areas of high historical sensitivity, such as Mission Plaza and its creek, should 

be given the closest scrutiny, including input from the Cultural Heritage Committee, before approval by 

the jury.    

 


