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Recycled Water 
 

Use of City fire hydrants is strictly
prohibited and will result in fines
and legal action.
SLOMC §13.04.070; §13.04.200

YELLOW FIRE
HYDRANTS

RECYCLED WATER
WHARF-HEAD

HYDRANT

1443 Calle Joaquin San Luis Obispo, CA 93405

796 Industrial Way San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Eastbound Prado, Across from 56 Prado San Luis Obispo, CA 93405

Westbound Tank Farm Rd at Wavertree St San Luis Obispo, CA 93405



RECYCLED WATER USE FAQ

ENFORCEMENT

PERMIT APPLICATION
& FEES

PERMIT
REQUIREMENTS

Construction Water Permit applications are
available at slocity.org/water and can be
submitted via email at UT_services@slocity.org
or in person.

As of October 1, 2024, permit fees have
changed according to the following schedule: 

Permits are not prorated and cannot be
extended. If applicable project falls between
permit durations, upgraded permit is required.

 

The City of San Luis Obispo produces tertiary
treated recycled water in compliance with the
State of California. Recycled water is
approved for use within the City for
construction purposes such as dust control,
compaction, and grading as well as for
irrigation purposes in HOAs, commercial
complexes, and new developments. 

Construction water permit holders are
required to submit a permit application,
provide documentation of each water hauling
vehicle and advise all drivers of the proper
use of recycled water and the recycled water
wharf-head hydrants. 

Each water hauling vehicle must show proof
of the following:

Vehicle must have an approved air gap or
backflow device

Vehicle must display non-potable signage
or “DO NOT DRINK”

Vehicle must have a hydrant wrench on
hand

Each vehicle listed on the permit must
carry current permit copy on hand

Each vehicle listed on the permit must
display City issued vehicle tags for the
current permit term

Constriction Water Permit holders are to access
purple wharf-head style hydrants only. 

City staff monitor use of the wharf-head
hydrants to verify compliance with permit
procedures. A Construction Water Permit may
be withdrawn if it is known that the permit
holder is using the recycled water in a manner 
inconsistent with permit procedures and the
City’s Recycled Water Use policy.

Question: What is the process for obtaining a
Construction Water Permit? 
Answer: Interested parties should submit a
completed application to UT_Services@slocity.org.
Utilities staff will review application, advise if
vehicle inspections are required, and instruct
applicant to submit permit fee to the Finance
Department.  Once fees are paid and inspections
approved, the Permitee will be issued a permit and
vehicle tag.

Question: What period does the Construction
Water Permit cover?
Answer: Annual Construction Water Permits are
issued beginning on July 1 and are valid through
June 30. Semi- Annual Construction Water Permits
are issued for July-December or January-June.
Quarterly permits are issued on a 3-month basis.

Question: What is the outlet size on the wharf-head
hydrants? 
Answer: The wharf-head hydrants have a 2 ½”
outlet.

Question: Who should be contacted if there is a
problem with a wharf-head hydrant? 
Answer: If you encounter problems with any of the
wharf- head hydrants, please contact the City of
San Luis Obispo Utilities Department at 781-7215.

Question: What forms of payment are accepted for
the annual Construction Water Permit? 
Answer: The City’s Finance Department accepts
cash, check, Visa or Mastercard.

Question: Where can I get additional information
on the Construction Water Permit Program? 
Answer: For more information on the Construction
Water Permit Program, please contact the City of
San Luis Obispo Utilities Department at 781-7215.


